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Vietnam Veterans of America 

National Board of Directors Meeting 
October 20-21, 2023 

 Tentative Until Approved by Board 
 

President Jack McManus to order the meeting of Vietnam Veterans of America National Board of 
Directors on Friday October 20, 2023, at 9:09 am, at the Double Tree on 8777 Georgia Ave in Silver 
Spring, MD. Director Gumersindo Gomez delivered the opening prayer which was followed by a 
moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

    
Secretary Meeks conducted the roll call of the National Board of Directors. Present were: 
 

Jack McManus Gumersindo Gomez John Margowski 
Tom Burke Charlie Hobbs Charlie Montgomery 
Bill Meeks Sharon Hobbs* Rossie Nance Jr. 

Wayne Reynolds Ken Holybee John Riling III 
Dottie Barickman Dennis Howland Dick Southern 

Sam Brick, Jr. Francisco Ivarra Ted Wilkinson 
Terry Courville Justin Latini Steve Williams 
Spence Davis Richard Lindbeck Sandie Wilson 

 
* AVVA President is a non-voting member of the National Board of Directors 

 
Secretary Meeks conducted roll call of the State Council Presidents. Present were: 
 

Alabama Present  Nebraska Present 
Alaska Present  Nevada Present 
Arizona Present  New Hampshire Absent 

Arkansas Present  New Jersey Present 
California Present  New Mexico Present 
Colorado Absent  New York Present 

Connecticut Absent  North Carolina Present 
Delaware Present  North Dakota Present 
Florida Present  Ohio Present 
Georgia Present  Oklahoma Present 
Idaho Present  Pennsylvania Present 

Illinois Present  Puerto Rico Absent 
Indiana Present  Rhode Island Present 
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Iowa Absent  South Carolina Present 
Kansas Present  South Dakota Present 

Kentucky Present  Tennessee Present 
Louisiana Present  Texas Present 
Maryland Present  Utah Present 

Massachusetts Present  Vermont Present 
Michigan Present  Virginia Present 

Mississippi Present  Washington Present 
Missouri Present  West Virginia Present 
Montana Present  Wisconsin Present 
Oregon Present    

 
 

 
 

Affidavit of Jack McManus, National President, Vietnam Veterans 
of America, Inc. 

 
 
 

Jack McManus, being duly sworn, deposes and says:   
 
1. I am the National President of Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. (VVA). The purpose 
of this affidavit is to comply with the requirements of Article I, Section 4.G. of the VVA 
Constitution which authorizes VVA's President to submit a question to the VVA Board of 
Directors for a vote in between Board meetings when he determines that the matter 
requires the Board's immediate attention.   
 
2. On September 17, 2023, the National Board of Directors was presented with the 
following motion: 
  

Motion 1: To approve the 2023-2025 appointments presented by President 
McManus.  

Committee or Taskforce or Advisors Appointment 
Agent Orange Sandie Wilson 

Credentials Richard Lindbeck 
Government Affairs Pete Peterson 

National Disciplinary Chuck Odom 
Veterans Benefits John Riling 

Constitution Leslie DeLong 
Economic Opportunities Steve Williams 

Homeless Veterans Sandy Miller 
POW/MIA Grant Coates 

Veterans Health Care Chuck Byers 
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Convention Rule Joe Jennings 
Election Scott DeArman 

Membership Dick Southern 
PTSD Dr. Tom Hall 

Veterans In Justice System Dominick Yezzo 
Public Affairs Dennis Howland 

Conv/Conf Planning Dan Stenvold 
Finance Dottie Barickman 

Minority Affairs Gumersindo Gomez 
Resolutions John Margowski 

Women Veterans Kaye O’Hare-Palmer 
Veterans Against Drugs Dave Simmons 

Legacy Taskforce Jack Devine 
Strategic Advisor Marsha Four 
Special Advisor Marc McCabe 

Advisor Special Programs Dr. Linda Schwartz 
Sergeant-at-Arms Grant Coates 
National Chaplain Fr. Philip Salois 

 
Board Member Motion 

1 
Jack McManus Y 

Tom Burke Y 
Bill Meeks Y 

Dr. Wayne Reynolds Y 
Dottie Barickman Y 

Sam Brick Y 
Spence Davis Y 

Terry Courville Y 
Gumersindo Gomez Y 

Charlie Hobbs  Y 
Ken Holybee  Y 

 Dennis Howland Y 
Francisco Ivarra Y 

Justin Latini Y 
Richard Lindbeck  Y 
John Magowski Y 

Charlie Montgomery Y 
Rossie Nance  Y 
John Riling Y 

Dick Southern Y 
Dan Stenvold Y 
Ted Wilkinson Y 
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Steve Williams Y 
Sandie Wilson  Y 

  
  

Yes 24 
N 0 

  
J.McManus 
 
Preliminary Business   
 
Treasurer Reynolds submitted the following motion with a second from Vice President 
Burke: 

Motion 2 
To appoint Alan Purcell as Co-Chair of Veterans Healthcare Committee: 

Without objection motion passed. 
Yes: 24   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 0 

 
Secretary Meeks submitted the following motions with a second from Vice President 
Burke: 

Motion 3 
To approve the BOD Meeting Agenda of October 20-21, 2023: 

Without objection motion passed. 
Yes: 24   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 0 

 
Motion 4 

To accept the BOD Meeting Minutes from August 8, 2023: 
Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 24   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 0 

 
Motion 5 

A resolution that the Board of Directors adopts a policy that extends the Finance Committee’s responsibilities 
to include the audit responsibilities defined in New York State’s Not-For-Profit Corporate 
Law. By this resolution, the Finance Committee will concurrently handle the finance and 

audit responsibilities in compliance with New York Law.: 
Motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  1  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 0 

 
Officer Reports 
President McManus gave a verbal report. 
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Vice President Burke gave a verbal report. 
 
Secretary Meeks gave a verbal report. 
 
Treasurer Reynolds gave a written report in the Appendix. 
 
AVVA President  
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CSCP Chairman - Chairman Brick written report in the Appendix. 
 
Communications & Marketing Department Director’s Report – M. Porter - Appendix 
 
Veterans Benefits 
 
Government Affairs – J. Stovall gave a brief report. 
 
Membership Affairs Department Director’s Report – N. Kennedy gave a brief report. 
 
VAVS Report – K. Rose gave a brief report. 
 
Secretary Meeks submitted the following motion with a second from Vice President Burke: 
 

Motion 6 
To accept the BOD Meeting Minutes from August 8, 2023: 
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Without objection motion passed. 
Yes: 24   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 0 

 
President McManus recessed until Saturday morning at 9am 
 
Saturday, October 21, 2023 
Board meeting reconvenes – Cypress Ballroom, 2nd Floor - President Jack McManus calls to 
order the meeting of Vietnam Veterans of America National Board of Directors. 
 
Secretary Meeks conducted the roll call of the National Board of Directors. Present were: 
 

Jack McManus Gumersindo Gomez John Margowski 
Tom Burke Charlie Hobbs Charlie Montgomery 
Bill Meeks Sharon Hobbs* Rossie Nance Jr. 

Wayne Reynolds Ken Holybee Dick Southern 
Dottie Barickman Dennis Howland Ted Wilkinson 

Sam Brick, Jr. Francisco Ivarra Steve Williams 
Terry Courville Justin Latini Sandie Wilson 
Spence Davis Richard Lindbeck  

 
Excused: John Riling III 

  
* AVVA President is a non-voting member of the National Board of Directors 

 
Secretary Meeks conducted roll call of the State Council Presidents. Present were: 
 

Alabama Present  Nebraska Present 
Alaska Present  Nevada Present 
Arizona Present  New Hampshire Absent 

Arkansas Excused  New Jersey Present 
California Present  New Mexico Present 
Colorado Present  New York Present 

Connecticut Present  North Carolina Present 
Delaware Present  North Dakota Excused 
Florida Present  Ohio Present 
Georgia Present  Oklahoma Present 
Idaho Present  Pennsylvania Present 

Illinois Present  Puerto Rico Absent 
Indiana Present  Rhode Island Present 
Iowa Present  South Carolina Present 

Kansas Present  South Dakota Absent 
Kentucky Present  Tennessee Present 
Louisiana Present  Texas Present 
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Maryland Present  Utah Present 
Massachusetts Present  Vermont Present 

Michigan Excused  Virginia Present 
Mississippi Present  Washington Present 

Missouri Present  West Virginia Present 
Montana Present  Wisconsin Present 
Oregon Present    

 
Communication Department – M. Porter gave a verbal report and a written report in the 
Appendix. 
 
Finance Committee Report – D. Barickman gave a verbal report and the following motions. 
 

Motion 7 
Appoint Special Advisors to FC for 2023-2025 are Alan Cook, Sandy Miller and Barry Rice: 

Without objection, motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
National Meetings and Special Events – W. Guildry made a report on the 2024 VVA Leadership 
Conference. 
 
Committee – Motions Only 
Minority Affairs – made motion: 

Motion 8 
To re-appoint Francisco Ivarra, Jorge Pedroza, Joe Jennings, Kee Kim, Fred Gasior, Pete Peterson, Chuck 

Odom, William Bill Garcia, John McGinty and Danny Garcia as members of the Minority 
Affairs Committee FY 2023-2025, at no cost to National.: 

Without objection, motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Veterans Against Drugs – made motion: 

Motion 9 
To add at no cost to National Phil Pesano member to the Veterans Against Drugs. Add AVVA 
members Nancy Montgomery, Betty Pike, Kelly Frederickson and Roseann Nemee to the VAD 
Committee. Add Patsy Chin, Mara Boggs and Joe Manchin as special advisors at no cost to National: 

Without objection, motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
POW/MIA – No motions 
Membership Affairs – Motion made; 

Motion 10 
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To add Richard Lindbeck, Charlie Hobbs, Carlton Rhodes, Perry Melvin, Tony Gill, Jerry Orilman 
and Greg Bethards to the Membership Affairs Committee at no cost to National.: 

Without objection, motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Homeless Veterans – Motion made; 

Motion 11 
To add Fred Gasior and William Paton to Homeless Veterans Committee at cost to National and add 
Tony Gilgli (Region 5) and Lori Paton (Region 2) as special advisors at no cost to National.: 

Without objection, motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Public Affairs – D. Howland made the following motions; 

Motion 12 
To appoint the following to be members of the Public Affairs Committee; Dave Simmons, Charlie 
Stapleton, Chuck Renevier, Ernie Boisvert, Justin Latini, Roland Mayhew, Tom Brown, Dan 
Stenvold and Grant Coates at no cost to National. Add Mokie Porter, Kelly Frederickson, Betty Pic, 
Sean Venables and Marc Leepson as advisors at no cost to National.: 

Without objection motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Motion 13 

To appoint Dan Stenvold as Awards Sub-Committee Chair with Grant Coates and Charlie Hobbs as 
members at no cost to National.: 

Without objection motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
2023 National Convention Planning Committee – made motion; 

Motion 14 
To add Charlie Hobbs, Pete Peterson, Lee Jackson, Dick Southern and Tom Brown and John Riling 
as members of the committee. Wes Guidry, Tom Burke, Sharon Hobbs and Marc Leepson as special 

advisors: 
Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
PTSD and Substance Abuse – made motion; 

Motion 15 
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To add Craig Wade, Tom Brown, Charlie Stapleton, Sandy Miller, Dan Stenvold and John McGinty 
as members at no cost to National. Special Advisors Marsha Four and Nina Schloffel at no cost to 

National.: 
Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Veterans Benefits – made the following motions; 

Motion 16 
To drop John Margowski from the committee at his request. Add Joe Jennings and Larry Googins as 

members at no cost to National.: 
Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

   
Motion 17 

To have NBOD/President of VVA demand the Secretary of VA make equitable relief to those Veterans 
receive their rightful S/C Benefits.: 

Without objection motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Women Veterans – made motion; 

Motion 18 
To include; Sandie Wilson, Sandy Miller, John McGinty, Lee Jackson and Linda Dickinson as members & 

Marsha Four and Dr. Linda Schwartz as advisors and Bobbie Morris as AVVA advisor.: 
Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Veterans Health Care – made motion; 

Motion 19 
Chuck Byers (Co-Chair), Allan Perkal (Co-Chair), Sandie Wilson, Mike Dolan, Dr. Linda Swartz, Roland 

Mayhew, Chuck Renevier and Kate Palmer as members. Jennifer Ellis and Bobbie Morris 
as AVVA Special Advisors. Dr. Molly McLaughey and Charles George VA Special 

Advisors, Asheville, NC.: 
Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Government Affairs – No motions; 
Agent Orange/Dioxin - made motions; 

Motion 20 
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Approve following committee membership; Chair Sandie Wilson, Vice Mike Dempsey, members William 
Patton, Ernest Poigvent, Ken Holybee, Roland Mayhew and John Weiss. Dr. Linda 
Schwartz, Marc McCabe, Nancy Switzer, Kathy Andres, John McGinty and Dennis 

Howland. With Staff Logan Lecates and John Stovall.: 
Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Motion 21 

Endorse the “Have You Ever Served” as an outreach product of VVA.: 
Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Constitution – made motions; 

Motion 22 
Move to strike twenty-five and insert fifteen in Article I, Section 6, Paragraph C, 2.: 

Without objection motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Motion 23 

To add Gerry Corrigan and Jack Dean as members and Kaye Gardner & Mary Miller as AVVA Special 
Advisors.: 

Without objection motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Resolutions – No motions; 
Economic Opportunities – made motion; 

Motion 24 
Include Barb Coan, Jenniffer Ellis, William Paton and Charles Montgomery.: 

Without objection motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Veterans Incarcerated and In The Justice System – made motion; 

Motion 25 
To add John McGinty, Justin Latini and Robert Rangel as members. Teresa Rangel, Sharon Hobbs & Linda 

Dickerson as AVVA Special Advisors.: 
Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  0  

Non Vote:  0 
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Not Present: 1 
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Unfinished Business 
None 
 
New Business 
Chapter Charter Revocation – Secretary Meeks submitted a motion with a second from Vice 
President Burke: 

Motion 26 
To revoke the Chapter Charters for Chapter 320 (MN) and Chapter 176 (IL).: 

Without objection, motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0 

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Alternate Regional Directors – Secretary Meeks submitted a motion with a second from Vice 
President Burke: 

Motion 27 
To list Carlton Rhodes (Region 2), John McGinty (Region 4), Lew Broughton (Region 7), Chuck Renevier 

(Region 8) and Virgie Hibbler (Region 9) as Alternate Regional Directors.: 
Without objection, motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  0 

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Honorary Life Memberships – Secretary Meeks made a motion with a second from Director 
Southern: 

Motion 28 
To approve the HLM requests: Susan Hunter (TN 240), Gary Wilson (TN 240) and Tim Freeman (OR 805).: 

Without objection motion passed. 
Yes: 23   
No:  0 

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Disciplinary Action – Secretary Meeks submitted a motion with a second from Vice President 
Burke: 

Motion 29 
The Region 4 Disciplinary Hearing Panel has determined that the evidence sustains the charges and that the 

appropriate sanction is that VVA Member 332473 membership is canceled.: 
Without objection, motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
No:  0 

Non Vote:  0 
Not Present: 1 

 
Director Howland submitted a motion with a second from Director Stenvold: 

Motion 30 
On behalf of the Public Affairs Committee move that President McManus write a letter addressing the 

“Honor Flight” arrangement concerning Canadians who served with us in Vietnam.: 
Without objection, motion passed. 

Yes: 23   
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No:  0 
Non Vote:  0 

Not Present: 1 
 
Committee Reports Only 
 
Minority Affairs – verbal and written report 
Veterans Against Drugs – no report 
POW/MIA – G. Coates verbal and written report 
Membership Affairs – verbal and written report 
Homeless Veterans – no report 
Public Affairs – verbal report 
2024 National Leadership Planning Committee – verbal report 
PTSD and Substance Abuse – verbal report 
Veterans Benefits – J. Riling verbal report 
Women Veterans – verbal report 
Veterans Health Care – verbal report 
Government Affairs – verbal report 
Agent Orange/Dioxin – verbal report 
Resolutions – J. Margowski verbal report 
Veterans Incarcerated and In The Justice System – D. Yezzo verbal report 
 
Adjourn 1:50PM 

 
 
Retirement Celebration in honor of Sharon Hodge. 
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- 
21 October 2023 

Report to the Board 
VVA National Board of Directors Meeting 

 
As of October 20,2023, the number of Americans missing and unaccounted-
for from the Vietnam War is 1,578. The countries are Vietnam - 1,239; Laos–
285; Cambodia-48; Peoples Republic of China territorial waters–7. These numbers 
fluctuate due to investigations resulting in changed locations of loss.  
Defense Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Accounting Agency (DPAA) FY 2024 
President’s Budget Request is $196 million (M) in Operation and Maintenance, a 
$46M increase from FY 2023. As has been the case in recent times, should there be 
a Continuing Resolution, funding will be capped at the prior FY level until the 
Appropriations Bill is passed by the Congress and signed by the President. 
Reported on August 3, Field Operations in Vietnam War were as follows:        
Three Recovery Teams conducted excavations in Laos, with each recovering 
possible osseous material and possible life support equipment; two of the teams 
recovered ID media belonging to the unaccounted-for Service member.  
Field operations were also conducted in Vietnam.  
Since April 3, DPAA completed 1 Joint Field Activity (JFA) in Laos consisting of 
1 Investigation Team (IT) and 1 Recovery Team; 2 JFAs in Vietnam with a total of 

Veterans Initiative Program 
POW-MIA Committee 

Vietnam Veterans of America, 
Inc. 

8719 Colesville Road, Suite 100 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
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4 RTs, 1 Underwater RT, 2 ITs, 1 IT-Light, and an Underwater IT by the Scripps 
Institute of Oceanography. 
DPAA’s Vietnam counterpart, Vietnamese Office Seeking Missing Persons 
(VNOSMP) reported these recovery sites were in jeopardy of being lost to 
economic development. 
US–Russia Joint Commission (USRJC). In April and again in July, the Chairs of 
the U.S. and Russian Sides of the Commission spoke via telephone to sustain 
communications. To try to affect information to progress cases of unaccounted-for 
Service members, the U.S. Side provided in June a paper articulating specific 
research objectives for each conflict and requesting they obtain the records 
necessary for further research. The U.S. Chair emphasized that information 
received from the Russian Side is particularly important to the family members of 
those still unaccounted-for. 
 

 
Report filed with National Secretary  

 
 

Membership Affairs Committee Report to the Board October 2023 
 

The committee meeting was held on October 19 at 2:15 p.m. in the 
Persimmon Room in the DoubleTree hotel. The meeting attended by some 
25 committee members and guests.  

After opening the meeting, we discussed the plans for the 
membership tent on the National Mall for Veterans Day. Plans are in place 
for that weekend.  
 Nicole Kennedy, Membership Affairs Manager, then reported on the 
list of suspended chapters. Letters will go out to the suspended chapters 
giving a January date for reports to be in or they will face disciplinary 
charges. Nicole reminded us that the old lockbox has been closed and the 
new one is working.  
 We next discussed the September membership report. Membership 
numbers show that there are still new members signing up but that gain is 
affected by the deceased rate and a program that working with the post 
office to identify deceased members and changes in addresses to help 
clean up the membership database. Some months we make great strides 
and in other months we have small steps. We continue to move to the 
91,000-member goal and should reach that level in the next month or so. 
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The membership Affairs committee continues to look towards the 
Leadership and Education Conference with a seminar and the growth in 
membership awards that will be calculated and end with the June closeout.  
 Finally, I want to thank the attendees at the meeting for their lively 
participation in the discussions with their valuable input. 
 
See you all in January, 
 
Dick Southern 
Chair 
 

Resolutions Committee Report 
10/21/23 

 
 
I want to thank Leslie Delong for handling the Resolutions 
at the convention. 
 
The VVA 2023 Convention Resolutions are posted on the 
VVA web site. 
 
Those Committee Resolutions that might require 
Legislative or Policy action should be referred to the 
Government Affairs Committee. Committees should 
develop action items for each of their meetings to develop 
plans of action to achieve the resolved sections of their 
resolutions. 
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