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Vietnam Veterans of America 

National Board of Directors Meeting 

April 22-23, 2022 

 Tentative Until Approved by Board 

 

President Jack McManus to order the meeting of Vietnam Veterans of America National Board of 

Directors on Friday April 22, 2022, at 9:03 am, at the Double Tree by Hilton in Silver Spring, MD. NC 

State Council President Liz Cannon delivered the opening prayer which was followed by a moment of 

silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

    

Secretary Meeks conducted the roll call of the National Board of Directors. Present were: 

 

Jack McManus, President Ned Foote Charlie Montgomery, Jr. 

Tom Burke, Vice President Gumersindo Gomez Rossie Nance 

Bill Meeks, Secretary Charlie Hobbs Pete Peterson, Jr. 

Linda Schwartz, Treasurer Sharon Hobbs* John Riling III 

Dennis Andras Dennis Howland Dick Southern 

Dottie Barickman Francisco Ivarra Dan Stenvold 

Sam Brick, Jr. Richard Lindbeck Sandie Wilson 

Spence Davis John Margowski  

 

 
* AVVA President is a non-voting member of the National Board of Directors 

 

 Absent: Skip Hochreich (excused) and Ted Wilkinson (excused) 

                             

Present: Mike Swift (Parliamentarian) & Pat Harris (VVA General Counsel) 

 

Secretary Meeks conducted roll call of the State Council Presidents. Present were: 

 

Alabama Present  Nevada Present 

Alaska Present  New Hampshire Absent 

Arizona Present  New Jersey Present 

Arkansas Present  New Mexico Absent 

California Present  New York Present 

Colorado Present  North Carolina Present 

Connecticut Present  North Dakota Present 

Delaware Absent  Ohio Present 
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Florida Present  Oklahoma Present 

Georgia Present  Oregon Present 

Idaho Present  Pennsylvania Present 

Illinois Absent  Puerto Rico Present 

Indiana Present  Rhode Island Present 

Iowa Present  South Carolina Present 

Kansas Present  South Dakota Present 

Kentucky Present  Tennessee Present 

Louisiana Present  Texas Present 

Maryland Present  Utah Present 

Massachusetts Present  Vermont Present 

Michigan Present  Virginia Present 

Mississippi Present  Washington Present 

Missouri Present  West Virginia Present 

Montana Present  Wisconsin Present 

Nebraska Present    

 

 

 

Affidavit of Jack McManus, National President, Vietnam Veterans of 

America, Inc. 

 

             

 

Jack McManus, being duly sworn, deposes and says:   

 

1. I am the National President of Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. (VVA). The purpose of this affidavit 

is to comply with the requirements of Article I, Section 4.G. of the VVA Constitution which authorizes 

VVA's President to submit a question to the VVA Board of Directors for a vote in between Board 

meetings when he determines that the matter requires the Board's immediate attention.   

 

2. On February 28, 2022, the National Board of Directors was presented with the following motions: 

Motion 1: To revoke the charter of the MN State Council as they are voluntary closing operation 

on February 28, 2022. 

Motion 2: To approve honorary life membership for the following individuals: Dr. Romina M. 

Thomas (DE) 1105; Zachary Evans (DE) 1105; Phillip Plylar (DE) 1105; Daniel Matta (DE) 1105; 

William Vollano (MI) 310 and Khiem Pham (MI) 310. 

 

   



 

3 

 

Board Member Motion 

1 

Motion 

2 

Jack McManus Y Y 

Tom Burke Y Y 

Bill Meeks Y Y 

Linda Schwartz Y Y 

Dennis Andres Y Y 

Dottie Barickman Y Y 

Sam Brick Y N 

Ned Foote Y Y 

Spence Davis Y Y 

Gumersindo Gomez Y Y 

Charlie Hobbs Y Y 

Skip Hochreich Y Y 

Dennis Howland Y Y 

Francisco Ivarra Y Y 

Richard Lindbeck Y Y 

John Margowski Y Y 

Charlie Montgomery Y Y 

Rossie Nance Y Y 

Pete Peterson Y Y 

John Riling Y Y 

Dick Southern Y Y 

Dan Stenvold Y Y 

Ted Wilkinson Y Y 

Sandie Wilson Y Y 

      

YES 24 23 

NO 0 1 

NO RESPONSE 0 0 

NO VOTE 0 0 

ABSTAIN 0 0 

TOTAL 24 24 

 

J. McManus 

 
             

Preliminary Business   

Secretary Meeks submitted the following motions with a second from Director Stenvold: 

 

Motion 3 

To seat Alternate Region 1 Director Justin Latini and Alternate Region 2 Director Carlton 

Rhodes on the BOD: 

Without objection motion passed. 
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Yes: 21 

No:  0 

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 2 

 

Motion 4 

To approve the amended agenda: 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Motion 5 

To approve the BOD Meeting Minutes from January 14, 2022: 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Officer Reports 

President McManus gave a verbal report and spoke about upcoming events in November 2022. 

 

Vice President Burke gave a verbal report. 

 

Secretary Meeks gave a verbal report. 

 

Treasurer Schwartz gave a verbal report. 

 

AVVA President  
The AVVA Board met face-to-face in January.  Although some of the Board members were unable to 

attend due to illnesses or exposure to illnesses, they all attended via the telephone. The AVVA Finance 

Committee presented the 2023 budget to the Board; it was approved. AVVA is now an official partner 

with the Birth Defects Registry (BDR) located in Orlando, FL. Links to BDR can be found out the Toxic 

Exposure page of our website 

 

The Board chose and approved this year’s Project Friendship recipient through an email vote. This year’s 

Project Friendship is FELLOW COUNTRYMEN.  A 503(c)(3) nonprofit committed to ending Veteran 

homelessness within the Upstate of South Carolina.  Flyers will be passed out to all in attendance at the 

Board meeting.  There will be extra flyers on the table in the back of the room.  Please pass along to your 

chapters. We need VVA’s help if we are to be successful in reaching our goal. 

 

I had the privilege and honor of placing the Wreath at The Wall with VVA President, Jack McManus, 

during the Vietnam War Veteran Recognition Day on March 29th.  A ceremony was held on the knoll 
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adjacent to The Wall. Although the weather was very cold, the ceremony was well attended.  Afterwards, 

everyone was invited to a reception at the Press Club in downtown Washington DC. 

 

At-large Representative election time has passed.  Chapter elections are taking place in April, state 

elections will be completed in June.  I believe that the 2023 convention in Orlando, FL., will be a well-

represented meeting with many eligible delegates. 

 

There is still time to nominate that special AVVA member for a national award.  Member-of-the-Year, 

Fellowship, and the Cathy Keister SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE will be awarded during the AVVA 

Luncheon in Greenville. 

 

AVVA will be printing new membership applications soon.  Our Lock Box address at the Sandy Spring 

Bank will be changing. After the Board meets, I am hopeful that there will be other changes to the new 

application as well. 
 

Fran Davis, AVVA past Region 6 Director, continues to work with Father Phil in sending sympathy 

cards to the families of all reported deceased members of VVA and AVVA. An insert with the In 

Memory registry information is included in each card.   

 

AVVA have begun working on our role in the 2022 Leadership & Education Conference.  If our seminar 

is accepted by the Conference Committee, we will be rejuvenating our current programs and possibly 

introducing a new one. 

 

A special “thank you” to all VVA members who support us with your membership.  

 
 

 

CSCP Chairman – S. Brick - Gave a verbal report on the CSCP. 

 

HGDP – Q. Butcher - Gave a verbal report on Household Goods Donation Program status. 

 

VVA General Counsel – P. Harris - Made verbal comments. 

 

Veterans Benefits Department – A. Ghezzi provided written report (Appendix) 

 

Government Affairs Department – S. Hodge provided written report (Appendix) 

 

Communication Department – M. Porter provided written report (Appendix) 

 

President McManus recessed until Saturday morning at 9am 

 

Saturday, April 23, 2022 
Board meeting reconvenes at 9:03am – Pinnacle Grand Room, 2nd Floor - President Jack 

McManus calls to order the meeting of Vietnam Veterans of America National Board of 

Directors. 
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Secretary Meeks conducted the roll call of the National Board of Directors. Present were: 

 

Jack McManus, President Gumersindo Gomez Rossie Nance 

Tom Burke, Vice President Charlie Hobbs Pete Peterson, Jr. 

Bill Meeks, Secretary Sharon Hobbs* Carlton Rhodes 

Linda Schwartz, Treasurer Dennis Howland John Riling III 

Dennis Andras Francisco Ivarra Dick Southern 

Dottie Barickman Justin Latini Dan Stenvold 

Sam Brick, Jr. Richard Lindbeck Sandie Wilson 

Spence Davis John Margowski  

Ned Foote Charlie Montgomery, Jr.  

 

 
* AVVA President is a non-voting member of the National Board of Directors 

 

 Absent: None 

                             

Present: Mike Swift (Parliamentarian) & Pat Harris (VVA General Counsel) 

 

Secretary Meeks conducted roll call of the State Council Presidents. Present were: 

 

Alabama Present  Nebraska Present 

Alaska Present  Nevada Absent 

Arizona Present  New Hampshire Absent 

Arkansas Present  New Jersey Present 

California Present  New Mexico Absent 

Colorado Absent  New York Present 

Connecticut Absent  North Carolina Present 

Delaware Absent  North Dakota Present 

Florida Present  Ohio Absent 

Georgia Present  Oklahoma Present 

Idaho Absent  Oregon Present 

Illinois Present  Pennsylvania Present 

Indiana Absent  Puerto Rico Excused 

Iowa Present  Rhode Island Present 

Kansas Present  South Carolina Present 

Kentucky Present  South Dakota Present 

Louisiana Present  Tennessee Present 

Maryland Present  Texas Present 

Massachusetts Present  Utah Present 

Michigan Present  Vermont Absent 

Minnesota Absent  Virginia Present 

Mississippi Present  Washington Present 

Missouri Present  West Virginia Excused 

Montana Absent  Wisconsin Present 
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VAVS Report – K. Rose gave a verbal report. 

 

Director Gomez introduced Sung W. Kim who spoke briefly about H.R. 234. 

 

Finance Committee Report – D. Barickman submitted a written report (Appendix) and a motion 

were submitted for approval. 

 

Motion 6 

To approve the FYE’ 23 Budget: 

 
Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 
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Motion 8 

To approve FY23 Supplemental Budget request (Veteran Benefits Motion 15). 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Committee – MOTIONS ONLY 

 

Minority Affairs – no motion 

Veterans Against Drugs – D. Simmons presented the following motion: 

Motion 9 

To add the following VVA members to the committee, Liz Cannon and Rossie Nance; staff 

Gloria Johnson; and AVVA Nancy Montgomery. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

POW/MIA – no motion 

Membership Affairs – D. Southern presented the following motions: 

Motion 10 

Recommend approval of Korean Vietnam Veterans as Honorary Membership members as 

presented to the Membership Committee on 4/22/2022. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Motion 11 

To add the following VVA members to the committee, John McGinty, Perry Melvin and 

Andy Ledue to the committee and to remove Larry Frazee due to health reasons. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Homeless Veterans – no motion 

Public Affairs – D. Howland made the following motions: 

Motion 12 



 

9 

 

To send correspondence on VVA letterhead and under signature of the National President 

McManus in support of the Highway 20 Coast to Coast Designation as U.S. Medal of 

Honor Highway. Correspondence to MOH Society and the MOH Highway Organization. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

 

Motion 13 

To send correspondence on VVA letterhead and under signature of the National President 

McManus to the President of the U.S./Whitehouse in support of a State Funeral for the last 

living WWII MOH recipient when he passes. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

2022 National Leadership Conference Planning Committee – no motion 

PTSD and Substance Abuse – no motion 

Veterans Benefits – J. Riling made the following motions: 

Motion 14 

Per Motion 34 (Jan 1995) to approve litigation undertaken by VBP in the following amicus 

briefs: Doyon v. United States; Buffington v. McDonough; Torres v. Texas Department of 

Public Safety; and George v. McDonough. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Motion 15 

To request supplemental funding to temporarily increase the cost of salary and 

professional fees (contractors) of the VBP in order to reduce the Legacy Appeals backlog to 

a manageable level by the end of FY24 in the amount of $200,000.00. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Women Veterans – K. O’Hare-Palmer submitted the following motion: 

Motion 16 
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Members of Women Vet Committee: Vice Chair Sandy Miller; Marsha Four, Tom Hall 

PHD, Sandy Wilson, Malkia Saunders, Dottie Barickman, Frank Armino, John McGinty, 

Lee Jackson. Special Advisors: Beverly Stewart, Patti Ehline, Linda Blankenship, Dr. 

Linda Schwartz and Cheryl Van Syckle. VVA Staff: Sharon Hodge; AVVA Special 

Advisor Kay Gardener. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Government Affairs – P. Peterson made the following motion: 

Motion 17 

To send to Government Affairs Department recommending litigation against VA in non-

compliance of Court order to supply all VBA letters in bilingual language to Veterans. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Agent Orange/Toxic Exposure – S. Wilson made the following motion: 

Motion 18 

VVA proceed with legal action (sue) the VA Secretary for failure to implement the 

requirements of PL 114-315 Military children & grandchildren research for Toxic 

Exposure created December 2016. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Constitution – L. DeLong made the following motion: 

Motion 19 

To distribute an electronic draft of “E-Standing Rules” to the National Board of Directors 

and Conference of State Council Presidents for review. Comments must be returned to the 

Constitution Committee Chair no later than 13 May 2022 for consideration for further 

action.* 

(Draft in the Appendix) 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Resolutions – no motion 
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Economic Opportunities –no motion 

Veterans Incarcerated and In The Justice System –no motion 

 

Unfinished Business 
VVoA – Director Margowski made the following motion: 

Motion 20 

To accept the rewrite of the recommendation section of the Report of Panel of Inquiry. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Working Group I Plan – Director Magowski made the following motion: 

Motion 21 

The Board accept the Working Group I report as published on the National Website. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

VHC Panel Report – Treasurer Schwartz made the following motion: 

Motion 22 

VVA Board accept findings & recommendations of Special Panel Report.* (Appendix) 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

New Business 
Chapter Charter Revocation – Secretary Meeks made the following motion: 

Motion 23 

To revoke the chapter charters’ of Chapter 701 (AL), Chapter 825 (NJ), Chapter 618 (WI), 

Chapter 1128 (TN) and Chapter 1141 (WI) at the request of the State Councils for 

voluntary reasons. 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Alternate Regional Directors – Secretary Meeks noted that the Region V alternate had not been 

named yet. 
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Honorary Life Memberships – Secretary Meeks made the following motions: 

Motion 24 

To approve Honorary Life Memberships: Robert G. Brand Chapter 950 (TN); Calvin 

Faulkner Chapter 1087 (MT); and Barry Higgins Chapter 942 (TN). 

Without objection motion passed. 

Yes: 23   

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Motion 25 

To approve Honorary Life Membership for Garland Hall (Andy) Barr Chapter 1066 (KY).  

 

There was a motion to postpone, President McManus called for a roll call vote. 

Motion 25A 

 

Board Member Vote 

Jack McManus - 

Tom Burke N 

Bill Meeks N 

Dr. Linda Schwartz N 

Dennis Andras Y 

Dottie Barickman N 

Sam Brick, Jr. N 

Spence Davis N 

Ned Foote N 

Gumersindo Gomez N 

Charlie Hobbs N 

Dennis Howland N 

Francisco Ivarra N 

Justin Latini Y 

Richard Lindbeck N 

John Margowski N 

Charlie Montgomery, Jr. N 

Rossie Nance N 

Pete Peterson, Jr. N 

Calton Rhodes N 

John Riling III Y 

Dick Southern N 

Dan Stenvold N 

Sandie Wilson N 

 

Motion failed. 

Yes: 3   

No:  20  

Non Vote:  1 
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Motion 25 

To approve Honorary Life Membership for Garland Hall (Andy) Barr Chapter 1066 (KY).  

Without objection motion failed. 

Yes: 0   

No:  23  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Treasurer Schwartz made the following motion with a second by Director Barickman: 

Motion 26 

To retain Michael Kearn and Genesse Financial as VVA Financial Advisor for years 2022-

2025.  

Without objection motion failed. 

Yes: 23  

No:  0  

Non Vote:  1 

Not Present: 0 

 

Committee Reports Only 

 

Minority Affairs – verbal and written 

Veterans Against Drugs – verbal report 

POW/MIA – verbal and written report 

Membership Affairs – verbal report 

Homeless Veterans – no report 

Public Affairs – verbal report 

2022 National Leadership Conference Planning Committee – verbal report 

PTSD and Substance Abuse – no report 

Veterans Benefits – verbal report 

Women Veterans – verbal report 

Veterans Health Care – verbal report 

Government Affairs – verbal report 

Agent Orange/Dioxin – verbal report 

Constitution – verbal and written report 

Resolutions – verbal report 

Economic Opportunities – verbal report 

Veterans Incarcerated and In The Justice System – verbal report 

 

Adjourn 12:20PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14 

 

 

Appendix: 
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Minority Affairs Committee Report 

April 22, 2022 

 

The Committee met as a whole on April 22, 2022, we had a visitor from the 

VA Minority Committee, Mr. Gregorio Kishketon. He came to educate the 

committee on the issues that the Native American veterans are having 

throughout the Nation. The biggest issue that they are having is VA medical 

services, as they live in rural areas, which is difficult for them to access the 

services, also in getting claims for service-connected disabilities as they lack 

VSOs in their areas and if they have any at their reservations, they lack 

training. Other issues is housing as it become difficult for them to access VA 

loans to purchase a home for the lack of income or having no VSOs that can 

assist them in the process. We at the committee are looking at all these needs 

to see if there is a way that we can assist in these areas. The committee has 

divided into five regions to visit the reservations or Native American 

veteran’s activities within their respective region to find out their needs and 

if there is a way that we can assist.                         

Region in the Northeast is under the care of Mr. Francisco Ibarra, Southwest, 

Mr. Bill Garcia, Center is Mr. Pete Peterson, Southeast Mr. Chuck Odom 

and I on the Northeast. Do not know if we are going to be able to accomplish 

this mission as our budget lacks funding for these individuals to travel to 

these reservations or Native American veteran’s activities. 

We discuss the situation of H.R. 234, and appreciate the support letter that 

was send to Speaker Pelosi by our Board President. We were not 

comfortable with last paragraph of the latter were it calls for an amendment 

to add others non-US veterans to the bill that served in Vietnam with us. We 

will like the bill to be look as is, that is what the resolution that passed at the 

Convention in WA call for. What the bill is asking for is that Korean 

Vietnam veterans that have become citizens of USA received VA medical 

benefits. On April 12, 2022, I was invite by the Koreans Vietnam veterans to 

join them on a meeting with staff of the Speaker of the House. Ms. Pelosi 

concerning H.R. 234, they were trying to get information for themselves on 

what they need to do if anything to get the bill flowing through the House. I 

was not there representing VVA if not as an invited guests from the Minority 

veterans Committee. 

On Friday evening 4/22/22 at 7:00 PM, we held a meeting with the KVVA 

that visit with us from different states of the Country. At this meeting, we 

brought them up to date on the bill, also past copies of the bill to them so 

they knew what the bill was all about, as many of them had not seen the bill 



 

16 

 

yet. We also discussed the ways that all of them can be involve in 

advocating with their legislators in their state for HR 234.  

We also discuss the honorary membership (HM) procedures, who qualifies 

to be a HM, gave them copies of the form to be fill out if they would like 

become a HM   

We discussed the Leadership Conference coming up in August, still in the 

planning stages on what type of workshop we want to bring to the 

conference. Still leaning toward a workshop on Native America Veterans 

and their needs. 

 

 

Gumersindo Gomez 

Chair MAC  
 

`                                                                                                       

- 

23 April 2022 

Report to the Board 

VVA National Board of Directors Meeting 

 

1. To Date:  Missing – 1,584 
o 1,584 Americans are listed by DOD as missing and unaccounted. 
o Accounted: 998 since 1975. 

o 63 US personnel were accounted for between 1973 and 1975  
o Total 1,061 

o Recovery Locations: Vietnam – 728, Laos – 288 Cambodia – 42, PRC – 3 
2)   Vietnam: There is no one at Detachment 2, Hanoi from Stony Beach. The 

quarantine was lifted on April 1, 2022. Colonel Hai (VNOSMP) and Defense 

Veterans Initiative Program 

POW-MIA Committee 

Vietnam Veterans of America, 

Inc. 

8719 Colesville Road, Suite 100 

Silver Spring, Maryland  20910 
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Intelligence Agency (DIA) Stony Beach are discussing working together on 

investigations outside of JFA time periods. 

3)  Laos: Pete Loverde (Stoney Beach) is retiring. The Defense Intelligence Agency 

hopes to hire someone soon. Currently there is a three month gap before someone 

gets there. Laos is expected to lift their quarantine. 

4)  Cambodia: University of Illinois – Chicago is conducting the Koh Tang 

investigation 

and recovery related to the Mayaguez incident in 1975, under the supervision of 

Stony  

Beach’s Cambodia specialist Eric Phillips who reports positively on this 

public/private  

partnership. Thirteen of the 18 Americans missing from that incident have been 

recovered and identified. 

5) There are currently only 7-8 analysts at DPAA for the Vietnam War and this does  
not mean they are qualified or focused on analysis, but spending most of their  

preparing Case Summaries for DPAA-hosted “Family Member Updates (FMUs).  

There are only 3 DPAA billets that are designated intelligence analyst billets. 

6) A VFW hosted VSO/National League Luncheon was held on April 1. 
Representatives from VVA, VFW, DAV, American Legion, Special Operations 
Association, Special Forces Association and the National League of Families were 
in attendance. The intent was to have a responsible engagement of the 
mainstream VSOs, including the Special Operations Association and Special 
Forces Association. All in attendance agreed and committed their respective 
organizations to continuing awareness programs to gather information from all 
avenues regarding the Fullest accounting of missing from the Vietnam War. 

 

Report filed with National Secretary  
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