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VVA Praises Rep. Thompson’s NDAA Amendment 

To Declassify Documents on Toxic Exposures 
 

(Washington, DC) – “Vietnam Veterans of America has long advocated on behalf of veterans whose 

physical and/or mental health may have been compromised as a result of their exposure to chemical, 

biological, and/or radiological toxins while serving our nation,” said John Rowan, VVA National 

President. “We fully support Rep. Mike Thompson’s (D-CA) amendment to the FY’18 National 

Defense Authorization Act, as it will bring a measure of transparency to the over-classification of 

those documents which are fundamental to comprehending the health issues of 112/SHAD veterans. 

 

“In our efforts to secure justice for our veterans and their survivors, we continue to hit the same 

roadblock--the Department of Defense has consistently refused to declassify documents that could 

shed light on the toxic agents to which these veterans were exposed,” said Rowan.   

 

“This has been particularly true for several thousand veterans who participated in the SHAD program, 

one of the many programs under the rubric of Project 112.”  SHAD – the top-secret Seaboard Hazard 

and Decontamination program – ran for a decade during the 1960s. It tested a variety of toxic 

substances and their simulants in an attempt to determine if they could be weaponized for use on 

foreign enemies. 

 

“Far too often,” Rowan said, “the Department of Defense hides behind ‘national security’ as a reason 

not to release information that may be of significant importance to veterans seeking to understand if 

the health conditions they are experiencing might be associated with the work they did and the orders 

they obeyed.” The passage of the Thompson Amendment will go a long way toward achieving justice 

for these veterans. 

 
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) is the nation's only congressionally chartered veterans service organization dedicated to the needs of Vietnam-era 

veterans and their families.  VVA's founding principle is “Never again will one generation of veterans abandon another.” 



 

 

 


