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VVA Celebrates Passage of Fairness for Veterans Act; 

Calls for Investigation into "Bad-paper" Discharges  
 

(Washington, D.C.)–“Days after Senate Veterans Affairs Committee Chair Isakson hosted ‘Charlie Foxtrot: A 

Conversation about Veterans and PTSD,’ Congress took action and passed a major provision of The Fairness 

for Veterans Act as part of this year’s defense bill,” said John Rowan, national president of Vietnam Veterans 

of America. “Congress has recognized that more needs to be done to help veterans whose service-related 

conditions, such as PTSD, TBI, and MST, were not properly considered prior to being discharged without 

access to benefits.” 

 

The Fairness for Veterans Act has the support of a bipartisan coalition, including many veterans elected to 

Congress. An important provision of the Fairness for Veterans Act was included as part of the National Defense 

Authorization Act of 2017. Once signed by the President, this provision of the NDAA would codify into law the 

2014 “Hagel Memo,” issued by former Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel. The Hagel Memo calls for the 

Boards for Corrections of Military Records to apply “liberal consideration” in favor of Vietnam veterans, 

contending that PTSD was a contributing factor in circumstances surrounding other-than-honorable discharges. 

While the Hagel Memo was interpreted narrowly by the military’s review board agencies, it did impact a 

handful of Vietnam veterans with PTSD. The Fairness for Veterans Act clarifies and strengthens the spirit of 

the Hagel Memo by applying it more broadly to Post-9/11 veterans with less-than-honorable discharges. 

 

“VVA is particularly thankful to those Members of Congress who crossed party lines and worked hard on 

common-sense legislation to protect our country’s most vulnerable veterans, including Senators Peters, Tillis, 

Daines, Gillibrand, and McCain – and Representatives Coffman, Walz, Zeldin, Rice, and Moulton. We are also 

indebted to our coalition members who worked hard to ensure the passage of this Act. 

 

“The Fairness for Veterans provision passing is a reason for every American to celebrate, because Congress 

heard their cries for action” continued Rowan. “But we must keep the pressure on. That is why VVA is calling 

on Congress to hold hearings on the issue of bad-paper discharges for veterans with PTSD, so that we can 

ensure every veteran is brought all the way home.” 

 
 “Vietnam Veterans of America is the nation’s only congressionally chartered veterans’ service organization dedicated to the needs of Vietnam-era 

veterans and their families. VVA’s founding principle is “Never again will one generation of veterans abandon another.” 
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