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Veterans Stand Together: “All Veterans with PTSD Deserve Care” 
 

Vietnam Veterans of America is hosting a Press Conference with a coalition of dozens of veterans 

organizations regarding the need for Congress to include the Fairness for Veterans (Sec. 538, 538A) 

provisions of the final version of the NDAA, and to request a meeting with the Executive Branch to 

address “Bad-Paper Discharges” that unfairly deny benefits to vets with PTSD, TBI, and MST.  

 

WHEN:           Tuesday, September 13 @ 11:00 A.M. 

 

WHERE:        House Triangle, U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C. 

Inclement weather location: Cannon House Office Building, Room #234 

 

WHO:             John Rowan,  National President/CEO, Vietnam Veterans of America 

                        Verna Jones, Executive Director,  American Legion 

Sen. Peters [D-MI] Lead Sponsor (S.1567) 

Sen. Gillibrand [D-NY] 

Rep. Coffman [R-CO] Lead Cosponsor (H.R.4683) 

Rep. Walz [D-MN] Lead Cosponsor 

            Rep. Zeldin [R-NY] 

Rep. Rice [D-NY]  

Rep. Moulton [D-MA]  

Rep. Jones [R-NC] 

Rep. Gallego [D-AZ] 

Rep. Gabbard [D-HI] 

Veterans of Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Iraq with PTSD/TBI/MST who have been 

unfairly denied benefits 

 

Also in attendance: Representatives from Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans, 

Swords to Plowshares, Student Veterans of America, Wounded Warrior Project, United Soldiers and 

Sailors of America, High Ground Veterans Advocacy, Military-Veterans Advocacy, VetsFirst, 

Association of the United States Navy, Fleet Reserve Association, Military Order of the Purple 

Heart, and dozens of other Veteran Service Organizations, Legal Service Clinics, and nonprofits. 

 

https://vva.org/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2943/text/pap?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s2943%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1#toc-id010356B320624B8B8AD29D10506837AC
https://www.law.yale.edu/system/files/documents/pdf/unfinishedbusiness.pdf
https://vva.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/VVA-Press-Release-16-013.pdf
http://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-daines-tillis-and-gillibrand-applaud-senate-passage-of-amendment-ensuring-fairness-for-veterans-erroneously-discharged-from-military
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1567
https://coffman.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/coffman-introduces-fairness-for-veterans-act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4683
https://walz.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/walz-introduces-bi-partisan-fairness-for-veterans-act
https://zeldin.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/reps-zeldin-rice-king-israel-join-local-veterans-call-passage-fairness
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/li-delegation-supports-help-for-struggling-veterans-1.11555889
https://moulton.house.gov/legislative-center/congressman-seth-moulton-co-sponsors-bipartisan-bill-to-improve-veteran-access-to-mental-health-care-services/


 

“Recent reports from Swords to Plowshares, Human Rights Watch, and NPR have highlighted the 

military’s failure to properly consider the effects of Post-traumatic Stress Disorder, Traumatic Brain 

Injury, Military Sexual Trauma, and other service-related conditions before administratively 

separating soldiers with less-than-honorable discharges,” said John Rowan, VVA National 

President. “Too often, commanders have failed to recognize the signs of trauma among troops and 

have instead interpreted the symptoms of injured and ill veterans as willful misconduct.  We need 

this Congress, this President, simply to say: ‘no more.’ ” 

 

According to a recent joint report by Swords to Plowshares, Harvard Law School Veterans Legal 

Services Program, and National Veterans Legal Services Program, over 125,000 Post-9/11 veterans 

are denied access to healthcare due to their discharges. Out of the pool of recent veterans, Marine 

combat veterans with PTSD diagnoses are eleven times more likely to receive misconduct 

discharges. Veterans with these types of discharges are more likely to be homeless, without a job, 

become incarcerated, and die by suicide. 

 

“Today we’re calling on the Commander in Chief to protect injured and ill veterans from all 

generations who received inappropriate discharges, and to help them gain access to the benefits that 

were designed to help them recover and reintegrate into society,” continued Rowan. “Vietnam 

Veterans of America and the Fairness for Veterans Coalition will not stand idly by as these 

honorable veterans are left out in the cold and treated like second-class citizens – which is what 

happened when many of my brothers and sisters returned home from Vietnam. The founding 

principle of VVA is ‘Never again will one generation of veterans abandon another, and we’re here 

today to prove it.’ ”  
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http://swords-to-plowshares.org/2016/03/30/Underserved
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/05/19/booted/lack-recourse-wrongfully-discharged-us-military-rape-survivors
http://www.npr.org/2015/10/28/451146230/missed-treatment-soldiers-with-mental-health-issues-dismissed-for-misconduct


 

 

 


