
 In Support of Fairness for Veterans: 
 
 
 

“The invisible wounds of war have lasting and devastating impacts on our nation’s heroes. I 
was proud to introduce the bipartisan Fairness for Veterans amendment to ensure the brave 
men and women suffering from trauma-related conditions receive the full consideration they 
deserve when petitioning to upgrade their discharge, and I urge my colleagues to include this 
provision in the final NDAA conference report. I thank the Vietnam Veterans of America and 
the outstanding veterans organizations and advocates who joined us today for their 
compassion and leadership on this very important issue. Together, our efforts will help 
veterans receive the support they need so that they can go on to live healthy, happy, and 
successful lives.”--U.S. Senator Gary Peters (MI), a former Lt. Commander in the U.S. Navy 
Reserve.  

  
“As a veteran who struggled with PTSD after returning from Iraq, I know how critical it is to 
support efforts to de-stigmatize and reduce barriers to mental health care for service 
members and veterans. An estimated one in five veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan are 
diagnosed with PTSD, and many more veterans from those and other wars have gone 
undiagnosed. Members of our military who received other-than-honorable discharges as a 
result of mental health issues deserve the chance to upgrade their records and collect the full 
range of benefits that they earned through their service to our nation. The Fairness for 
Veterans Act will help ensure that no veteran suffering from PTSD is denied the treatment and 
rehabilitation they need, or the care and benefits they have earned.”  
-- U.S. Congressman Ruben Gallego (AZ-07) 
 
“After fighting for our country overseas, it is unacceptable for our warriors to be discharged 
from the military without proper diagnosis or left without the care they need to reintegrate 
into the lives they once knew,” said Rep. Tim Walz, a 24-year veteran of the Army National 
Guard. “We must act to ensure these brave men and women, battling invisible wounds, have 
the care and benefits they have earned. Last year, I was proud of our work to pass the Clay 
Hunt SAV Act and wish the Fairness for Veterans provision had been included. Now we have 
another chance to get this right for our veterans by including the provisions in the final NDAA. 
I thank Senator Peters, Representative Coffman, Vietnam Veterans of America, and the dozens 
of veterans service organizations for their leadership on this vital next step in the effort to 
improve our veterans’ access to mental health care.” 
 -- U.S. Congressman Tim Walz (MN-01) 
 
"It is downright shameful that, for decades, American men and women have returned home 
with PTSD or TBI and are kicked out of the military for related minor misconduct like a piece 
of trash. While it's too late for hundreds if not thousands of people who couldn't survive such 
negligent trauma, this piece of legislation will help Veterans like me get justice and finally 
receive the Honorable discharges we earned and have waited years to get." 
--Tyson Manker, Veteran of the Iraq War 


