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VVA’s Charles Kettles Awarded the Medal of Honor 

(Tucson, Arizona)–Ypsilanti, Michigan’s–and VVA Chapter 310’s–own Charles Kettles is the 
latest recipient of the Medal of Honor, our nation’s highest military award for valor. On Monday, in 
a ceremony at the White House, retired Lt. Col. Kettles was presented with the award by President 
Barack Obama, almost fifty years after having piloted his helicopter again and again and again 
through rifle and rocket fire to rescue dozens of soldiers pinned down by the enemy.  
 
“We are honored and humbled to have within our ranks this great man who has received our 
nation’s highest honor,” said VVA Michigan State Council President John Riling III. 
 
“Charles Kettles represents the selfless devotion of so many of our combat troops who engaged the 
enemy in the jungles and rice paddies of Vietnam,” said John Rowan, National President of Vietnam 
Veterans of America. “He was credited then, and is honored now, for helping save forty soldiers, 
many of them wounded in an ambush near Duc Pho in May 1967. When he learned that eight 
soldiers had been unable to get to the choppers during the extraction, he returned one final time, 
without any tactical support, to pull them out, saving their lives.” 
 
"In spite of the severe damage to his helicopter, Kettles once more skillfully guided his heavily 
damaged aircraft to safety," Army documents noted. "Without his courageous actions and superior 
flying skills, the last group of soldiers and his crew would never have made it off the battlefield." 
 
During the solemn ceremony, the President reflected on “the Army’s warrior ethos based on a 
simple principle:  A soldier never leaves his comrades behind,” Rowan noted while attending 
VVA’s biennial Leadership and Education Conference.  “It is a principle that we at VVA honor and 
emulate today. 
 
“However belated the recognition to Col. Kettles, it is certainly welcome.  It is a testament to his 
courage and intrepidity in the face of ferocious mortar and machinegun fire that severely damaged 
his chopper.  Just as he persevered in the face of overwhelming odds, so, too, must we persevere to 
ensure that veterans receive the health care and other benefits they have earned because of their 
service and sacrifice in uniform,” Rowan said. 

 


