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VVA Calls on Senate to Adopt Military Justice Improvement Act 

as Amendment to National Defense Authorization Act of 2017 

(Washington, D.C.) – “We are calling on the Senate to adopt the Military Justice Improvement Act 

as an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act of 2017,” said John Rowan, national 

president of Vietnam Veterans of America. “This important legislation would improve protections 

for service members who have been victims of sexual assault while in the military. It is inexcusable 

that the military allows commanders who may be friends with perpetrators of rape to take the lead on 

investigating these cases,” Rowan said. The Military Justice Improvement Act removes the sole 

decision-making authority over whether serious crimes move forward to trial from the chain of 

command to independent, trained military prosecutors. 

“We at VVA are weary of hearing from DoD that it has ‘zero tolerance’ toward military sexual trauma 

in its ranks,” said Thomas J. Berger, Ph.D., Executive Director of VVA’s Veterans Health Council. 

“MST will not go away until all aspects of the system that touches it are identified and 

dissected. Changes are needed to long-standing procedures, regulations, and legal systems. Sen. 

Gillibrand’s bill ensures victims a better opportunity to seek justice, and it’s well past time for this 

reform to become law.” 

IAVA’s recent member survey found that 74 percent of women and 54 percent of men feel the DoD is 

doing a bad job of preventing sexual assault. Of those surveyed, 52 percent of female assault victims 

and 70 percent of male assault victims did not report their assault. Nearly seven in ten who reported 

their assault said they had experienced retaliation after reporting the crime. Nearly 80 percent of 

survivors reported that MJIA would have either a positive or neutral effect on their likelihood of 

reporting. 

“We have heard thousands of horror stories from young veterans who have felt as if reporting having 

been sexually assaulted spelled the end of their military careers,” said Rowan. “I know for certain that 

Senators like Gillibrand who have championed MJIA are hearing the same thing. Our brave sons and 

daughters who step forward to serve in defense of our Constitution deserve to serve in a zero tolerance 

environment, and anything short of that dishonors our military.” 




