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VVA Applauds Adoption of Fairness for Veterans in NDAA 2017 
 

(Washington, D.C.)–“We are encouraged by the Senate’s adoption of the Fairness for Veterans Act 

as an amendment to the National Defense Authorization of 2017. This important legislation would 

codify into law recent protections for veterans suffering from Post-traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD), Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), and Military Sexual Trauma (MST), driven by former 

Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel,” said John Rowan, National President of Vietnam Veterans of 

America. 
 

In September 2014, former Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel published a memorandum responding 

to a lawsuit on behalf of veterans suffering from PTSD brought by Vietnam Veterans of America 

and the Yale Veterans Legal Services Clinic. The case demanded that the Department of Defense 

provide humane treatment and careful review of veterans who are appealing inappropriate less-than-

honorable discharges which came about as a result of undiagnosed and untreated PTSD symptoms. 
 

Hagel’s memo instructing the review board agencies to apply “liberal consideration” in favor of 

veterans whose records “document one or more symptoms which meet the diagnostic criteria of 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) or related conditions” will be codified into law if the Senate 

version of the NDAA is passed later this year. 

 

“Fairness for Veterans is just one of the many reforms to the discharge review process that VVA is 

fighting to see written into law,” said Rowan. “We cannot allow recent reforms which have been 

enacted by the secretaries to eventually be forgotten at the expense of future generations of veterans. 

Reforms such as the Hagel Memo and last week’s orders from the Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus 

protect ill and injured veterans from receiving lifetime punishments for what amount to symptoms 

of PTSD, TBI, MST and other service-related issues. Congress must act to see the bipartisan, 

bicameral Fairness for Veterans Act signed into law--and the service secretaries should act 

immediately to follow the Navy’s lead.” 
 

Vietnam Veterans of America is the nation’s only congressionally chartered veterans’ service organization dedicated to the needs of 

  

http://arba.army.pentagon.mil/documents/SECDEF%20Guidance%20to%20BCMRs%20re%20Vets%20Claiming%20PTSD.pdf


Vietnam-era veterans and their families. VVA’s founding principle is “Never again will one generation of veterans abandon 

another.” 

 

 


